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In 1960 Hef decided to anoint a single Center- (22 

DA fold as the Playmate of the Year. Ever since, the SE 
ge issue announcing his choice has been one ої № 

the most anticipated of the year. The covers Seege 

displayed here are the ones that uncovered = О 


the o lucky ladies who got the nod. Jodi Ann Paterson 
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Playmates of the Ува 


We start otf this sexy celebration of PMOYS with our very first Playmate of the Year Ellen Stratton 1960 (below) af our 
most recent, Jodi Ann Paterson 2000 (right). What follows is a virtual timeline d style and sexuality over the past 40 


years—from the pageboys and beehives of the Sixties to the straighi-haired Seventies to the anything-goes Eighties to the 
staidards. 


independent Nineties—a visual history of beauty and sensuality from the magazine that established the ultimate 








highlight of my le" She wa 
list. + Christa 





__ mine," Hel says. “She — ‘an unhappy relationship and into 
the Mansion and became a Chicago Bunny.” • June Cochran 

(right) was admittedly “petrified” shooting her Centerfold, but she says 
if she had it to do all over again, she still would. “I wish my sisters had!" 





оппа was one of the most unforgettable women I've ever known,” Hel said of Donna Michelle. 1964 “He's a 

charmer,” she said of Hel. “I remember | took him to his first ballet in Chicago, and he enjoyed it.” Their romance 

жаз brief, but the impression her puaraoy appearances made was lasting—especially the one on the cover of May 
64's ptavaoy, in which she posed in the shape of the famous Rabbit Head (above). Art Director Art Paul said it was no prob- 
em for her. “She got into that position with great ease and could still smile.” Donna rode the crest of her popularity for a 
While taking roles in such films as Mickey One and Beach Blanket Bingo—but eventually decided photography was her 
thing. Later she set up a catering business in California, where she still lives. 











^ Collins ‘°° got her first break when a friend's father got her a job on 
‘Queen for a Day. Photographer Mario Casill spotted her and convinced 
her that she had that ir-nart-door look. In December 1964 she was offi- 
cially crowned a Playmate of she's been Playboy royalty ever 
since. Jo went on to become a Bunny and a Room Director at the Playboy Club, 
but she's probably most fondly remembered for going to Vietnam during the 
height of the war to personally deliver the first issue d а lifetime subscription 
Ol rusor to the men of the 173rd Airborne Brigade. In the ensuing years, she's 
been married and divorced three times (once to baseball pitcher Bo Belinsky) 
and has finally зе in the Chicago suburbs selling real estate. 


hirty-four years alter her PMOY selec- 
lion people still treat Allison Parks 
like a celebrity. "It amazes me,” she said, 
“but I'm sure ГЇ be asked to sit for an interview 
When Im 90." After appearing in the magazine, 
‘Allison enjoyed a long and successful career as 
a commercial model, Her family commitments 
precluded а serious acting career, though she 
took lessons at Twentieth Century Fox and was a 
regular on Playboy Alter Dark. Today she 
works for a capital management firm in South- 
ern California, 






















` he went fo California on vacation and 
FE entedupstayig there tor more than ten 
8 years. "The most wonderta thing hap- 
Г Pened to me,” LH Baker 1957 (opposite) said. 
* became a Playmate and then Playmate of the 
totally changed my lile." A few years ago 
ed backlo her native Texas to be closer 













¿name of the Italian ocean liner that sank 
thal, at least, was no accident. Angela. 
Jaborn Victoria Vetri, was talked into 


d and used that name for 
er using her real 






























he got off the plane from the Truk Islands after serving time as а Peace Corps worker and marched straight into our 
photo studio. “I learned that | don't really groove on the simple lile,” Sharon Clark (this page) told us. “I like to 


see cars moving on highways.” + Aller some stage and film work, Liv Lindeland (right) took a stab at being 
‘a talent agent ("1 wore myself out in a year, but it was great") betore marrying Tony Martin Jr. and setting in Hawaii. 



















he stafted-out as a London Bunny and a 
public relations rep atthe Playboy Club 
but quickly landed in paraor=and on the 
arms of several very eligible bachelors, including 
Hugh Heiner, rocker Bryan Ferry and an English 
baron. Marilyn Cale 1573 broke a few пела 
when she finally wed Playboy exec Victoritownes ал 
in 1984, These days she divides her time between 

her homes in London, Aspen and New York 














EN We finds some of today's sexually 
a explicit entertainment to be a bit over 
ЧЫЛ ite top. 71 ind of tke the mystique 


sex use to have,” Marilyn Lange 1975 says. 
"It's nice when there's a litle room Іей for 


the imagination to work. " 








‘ian Möller aa 1d NIE | 
Playmate pictorial ever.” She once admitted to being “wildly jealous” ofthe other women nuren, but she need not 
have; Hef adored her so much that once they mel he flew her to LA and the two began a passionate relationship. 





‘Although Lillian was uncomfortable with his other love interests—"1 was very old-fashioned when it comes to sex, and I 
wanted to have him for myself” —the two have remained good friends over the years. "I wouldn't even be here without him. 
He helped me get my green card.” Lilian now lives with her daughter and their dog in California. 


ой people know that Patti MeGuire and ten- 
nis great Jimmy Connors got married 20-plus years 
‘290, but not many know how she and Playboy tied 
‘the knot. Turns out that Patti was a Bunny In St. Lois when the 


'ever-vigitant Pompeo Posar saw her. He asked her И sha wanted 
o try out for Centerfold. "That was my dream,” she said, "but | 
бт now how to go about iL" Problem solved. 











Е er down-to-there hair was Debra Јо Fon- 
‘dren's 1070 glory. Photographers loved 

El her, rumor loved her, readers loved her. 

‘She was the obvious PMOY choice, and Debra Jo 
did the promotions and led the life until her 


hometown, Beaumont, Texas roots kicked in — 
іп. She b born-again Christian. * 
layboy | wouldn't be 














had no idea that being in pLaygoy 

would be such a big thing," Miss 

November °78 said. “Twenty-two 
years later I'm still involved." 
‘Monique St. Pierre 1979 came of 
age at a time when big-time model- 
ing agencies freaked at nudity. “I was 
signed with Wilhelmina, but when 
she saw pLarsor, she went ballistic 
and | was sacked. These days you 
see nudity in Vogue and practically 
everywhere else.” 





er time in the spotlight was all too brie, but Dorothy Stratten 1900 Iit up the 


stage while she was here. “None of us ever fully recovered from Dorothy's 

death,” Не! said. “She was a truly remarkable person who enriched the world 
for everyone who knew her.” Her life was made into a Bob Fosse film, Star 80, and 
we are lett to imagine how far her potential would have taken her. 












































veryone who met Marianne Gravette 

М agrees that no other Play- 

© mate—and maybe no other woman 
оп earth—was as shy as she was. How did 
‘this shrinking violet blossom into a Play- 
mate? "I figured for once in my life | was 
going to take a chance!" Her risk was our 
good fortune, and becoming a PMOY was its 






















dd years later, In recent years she's found single Ше refreshing. “I've met some really nice 


Ота ANAAL this point in my ite just don't have the desire to make a commitment.” 








132 Kathy Shower ` was the oldest Play- 
mate ever to win the PMOY ttle—and the first 
one whose two daughters accompanied her to 

the PMOY luncheon, whereihey almost stole the show. 

Writer Kevin Cook facetiously recalls, “Kathy's was the 

most glamorous Interview 1 ever did: We 

took her kids to McDonald's” When nat being a mom, 
she won dozens of stage, film and TV roles, most 

‘notably a three-year run de Santa Barbara soap. 

On a promotional tour fort show, she fell in love 

with Europe, particularly Spain, pulled up stakes and 

moved there with her Both giris are out ofthe 
nest now, and Kathy caglinues to to seek out and 
Sal juicy parts in Europe and the U.S 



























‘ast check, Donna Edmondson `` had spurned 
‘all the showbiz offers, moved back to North Car- 

‘lina and got her real estate license. “ma home- 

town girl 2nd have connections here,” she explained. At 
the time of her Centerfold she was dubbed the Virgin Play- 
mate for her sell-mposed chastity. She explained that she 
was waiting for someone she knew and loved to share her 

— first intimate experience. Obviously she found him, 


because she and her husband now have two young chil- 
and live happily away trom the bright lights. 































Ithough they maintain separate house- 
holds, the Heiners are still very close 
“Му main priorities in lite are Hel and 
the boys,” Kimberley Conrad 1989 says. “First 
and foremost is to raise my boys with good 
morals and values and to teach them sell- 
respect, as well as respect for others.” 






Kimberley's other pet project is working with 
animal rescue groups and she's an active sup- 
porter of PETA, People for the Ethical Treatment 
ol Animal 





“Um also involved ln my own 
menagerie ol dogs and саз and various critters, 
the majority of which are rescues.” She and the 
boys are avid snowboarders. “I'm known on the 
slopes as Shredding Betty,” Kimberley laughs. i 
“We have a great time out there.” 

























he became a Playmate when a 
friend with the same modeling 





light of Lisa's Playmate experience was 
appearing on the game show Family Feud 
for Team Playboy. "We kicked the other 
team’s bull!” she boasts. No longer inter- 
ested in modeling, Lisa spends her time оп 
the horse-show circuit and traveling 
‘throughout the world. 


La-La-Land n't an option. 


“ty are more important 


stars in the desert sky 




















| "М. 
he a comet jp within sight only once every. 
hundred agis or so, Anna Nicole Smith ` 
flashed omthe scene, lit up the Hollywood sky, 
became the most-alked-about phenomenon of the day— 
then disappeared from view, only to reappear, disappear 
| and reappear again. Few sex'eymbols have exploded on the 
| public consciousness more guy or with as much impact 
| as his small-town Texas single mom: Within the space of a 
| few months she was whisked from her ho-hum existence in 


ме 1o the Centerfold ot пиары баса, 







sets, о оноод columns an tothe 
89-year-old oil ——— 
wit is other heirs fora share ofthe elated 51.6 
Ilion estate. At last word she was awarded ашты} 
D chunk-$449.7 million subject, of course, to app 
Jg statuesque widow was quoted as saying she was ¿Nery 
+ 


pleased” with the "um ih. 
| 









































idly admits that she decided to 
pLawor as а launching pad for her ` 











tacy Sanches мәз plucked гот a bikini con- 


test and sent directly to a Playmate test. Becoming 
the PMOY was wish ullment. “I never thought that 
T wo happen to me. When Hound out I was happy and sur- 
prised. | often dreamed about it but never realy thought it 
would come true.” The best part of her PMOY reign, she 
says, was that "I got o travel the world and meet a lo of 
‘ool people. I don't know how it changed me, bat 1 do know 

‘that my experiences were great.” 














hen she's not working Victoria Silvstedt ` — loves going to the 
beach, roller-skating, water-skiing or horseback riding. "I also enjoy 
‘Going to the movies a lot and dancing makes me crazy. | love every- 
‘hing trom salsa to rock and roll. One other hobby is driving or riding tast in cars, 
‘on motorcycles, horses or skis— love everything with speed. But there is no bet- 
er way to relax than lo hop into a hot tub or Jacuzzi, or have a long, deep, sen- 
‘sual massage.” She advises women considering testing for Playboy to “Вей | 
percent comfortable with yourself and your body. You have o be ready tg have | 
len people hurry around you. But it can also help you o ie your body more and 
{eel mare sexy! felt extremely sexy after my shoots! So when you're ready, rock. 
‘on—when it rocks it rolls! Big time!” 

















prada § 
у 
celebrity. But | always try to make time (от, 

my high school friends.” 
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S there fe aller being a PMOY? Heather Kozar 1999 says yes, and 
it only keeps getting better and better. She recently shot several 
beer posters and is spokesmodel for a clothing line which is pro- 

mating new pants called the Wonder Pants that purportedly enhances 

your butt. She also shot the Chicago International Film Festival poster 
this year. In past years Victoria Silvstedt and Anna Nicole Smith have 
been the honored poster giris tor this prestigious event. “My Website 

Iwwu.heatherkazarael] is going great,” she says. “We're constantly 

Updating the photogallery and there are all kinds d great things there 

now. I've been getting a really goodyresponse. Altogether, Im having a 

Mast! The fun just keeps happening and my careers taking of.” 
































PLAYMATES OF THE YEAR 1960-2000 


Ellen Stratton 
Linda Gamble 
Christa Speck 
June Cochran 
Donna Michelle 
Jo Collins 

Allison Parks 

Lisa Baker 
Angela Dorian 
Connie Kreski 
Claudia Jennings 
Sharon Clark 

Liv Lindeland 
Marilyn Cole 
Cyndi Wood 
Marilyn Lange 
Lillian Maller 
Patti McGuire 
Debra Jo Fondren 
Monique St. Pierre 
Dorothy Straten 
Terri Welles 
Shannon Tweed 
Marianne Gravatte 
Barbara Edwards 
Karen Velez 
Kathy Shower 
Donna Edmondson 
India Allen 
Kimberley Conrad 
Re nison 
Lisa Matthews 
Corinna Harney 
Anna Nicole Smith 
Jenny McCarthy 
Julie Cialini 
Stacy Sanches 
Victoria Silvstedt 
Karen McDougal 
Heather Когаг 
Jodi Ann Paterson 























